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a passage, and asked him if he could not tell me
where to hire a horse that would carry double, and
an honest man to ride before me to Colchester, so
that I might get a place there in the coaches. The
honest clown looked earnestly at me, and said
nothing for above half a minute; when scratching
his pole, A horse say you, and to Colchester to carry
double ? why yes mistress, alack-a-day, you may
have horses enough for money. Well friend, says I,
that I take for granted, I don't expect it without
money. Why but mistress, says he, how much are
you willing to give? Nay, says I again, friend, I
don't know what your rates are in the country here,
for I am a stranger; but if you can get one for me,
get it as cheap as you can, and I'll give you some-
what for your pains.

Why that's honestly said too, says the country-
man. Not so honest neither, said I, to myself if
thou knewest all. Why mistress, says he, I have a
horse that will carry double, and I don't much care
if I go myself with you, an' you like. Will you,
says I? well I believe you are an honest man; if
you will, I shall be glad of it, I'll pay you in rea-
son. Why look ye mistress, says he, I won't be
out of reason with you; then if I carry you to
Colchester, it will be worth 5s. for myself and mv
horse, for I shall hardly come back to-night.

In short, I hired the honest man and his horse ;
but when we came to a town upon the road, (I do
not remember the name of it, but it stands upon a
river,) I pretended myself very ill, and I could go
no further that night, but if he would stay there
with me, because I was a stranger, I would pay him
for himself and his horse with all ray heart.

This 1 did because I knew the Dutch gentlemen
and their servants would be upon the road that day,
either in the stage-coaches, or riding post, and I